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These guidelines/ Additional Requirements are developed to support applicant/ accredited Health
Care Facilities (HCFs). These guidelines constitute addendum to the requirements under various QAI
accreditation standards and are applicable to applicant/ accredited HCFs. All applicant/ accredited
HCFs may like to adopt and comply with these guidelines.

QA assessors of various accreditation programmes under the Centre for Accreditation of Health &
Social Care (CAHSC) should check the adherence to these guidelines during assessments.
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QAI CAHSC 054 Additional Requirements
Fire & Life Safety Requirements

1. Adherence to Fire & Life Safety norms is not only a statutory and accreditation compliance
requirement, but also an essential component of safety of patients, staff and visitors in the
Healthcare Facility (HCF).

2. As such all HCFs must adhere to Fire & Life Safety requirements as applicable to their district/
state/ country as well as those given in applicable accreditation standards. For example, In
India the applicable Fire & Life Safety norms are given in National Building Code 2016, Part 4
published by Bureau of Indian Standards (NBC 2016).

3. A summary of applicable structural requirements for HCF that admit patients for overnight
stay are given on the next page. For full set of requirements, it is necessary to refer to the NBC
2016 or its subsequent amendments in India or equivalent code outside India.

4, Obtaining No Objection Certificate (NOC) - (or Fire License or any other local nomenclature)
and/ or its renewal (as applicable) is mandatory where applicable/ mandated by local
Government (s)/ Fire Department.

5. In case the fire NOC is not applicable, the HCF is required to submit any valid document
confirming non-applicability of Fire NOC — such as Government order, instructions, letters/
notifications issued by Fire Department or reference of NBC 2016 etc.

6. In case Fire NOC is applicable but is not available or not renewed (for the reasons beyond the
control of the HCF), the HCF will undertake the following measures -

(a) Submit fire & life safety inspection certificate from a third-party service provider
(certified or licensed or empanelled with fire department). All observations reported
during such inspection must have been satisfactory closed and this fact must be
recorded in the certificate.

(b)  Ensure all safety measures, provisions, practices, protocols and trained responders are
in place.

(c)  Submit an undertaking on official stationery authenticated and signed by the HCF Head
that all fire & life safety measures including protocols, procedures and trained
responders are in place.

(d)  Obtain and submit Fire NOC within a period of 1 year.

7. Fire and life safety inspection certificate from a third-party service provider will be considered
valid only for a maximum period of 1 year from the date of issue.

8. Assessors will verify that all fire & life safety requirements are met. In particular the following
will be verified and reported in the assessment report (AF 4-assessment summary) —

(a)  Availability of fire NOC or fire & life safety inspection certificate

(b)  Functional status of structural requirements including necessary fire-fighting equipment
for fire & life safety.

(c)  Adequacy of fire safety signages
(d)  Duly demarcated, unobstructed escape routes / fire exits.

(e) Satisfactory demonstration of fire safety drill including evacuation.
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QAI CAHSC 054 Additional Requirements
Fire & Life Safety Requirements

Annexure 1
Valid Fire NOC
Present ] [ Valid fire NOC not present ]
Assessment team shall verify the essential
fire safety measures in place as per the table
below
Not applicable - HCF shall produce
supporting documents
Applied, but not received — Please check
correspondence
/ If not applicable \
Third party inspection certificate by an
authorized vendor that declare the compliance
of fire safety by HCF
Third party fire safety certificate is valid for 2
years’ maximum
Applied, but not received
Third party fire safety certificate is valid for six
months” maximum /
Declaration as on date from head of HCF that they are complying with Fire safety measures ]
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Annexure 2
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